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his own initiative, and was under no obligation to supply
troops to the royal army.
Henry had shown, at any rate, that he could enforce
obedience, and satisfied with that he devoted his great
organising abilities to the strengthening and security of his
own duchy. It was exposed to attacks from the Northmen,
the Slavs, and, most dangerous of all, the Magyars. In 924 ^wce with
the Magyars invaded Saxony, and Henry was compelled to e agyars
act strictly on the defensive. He received no assistance from
any other duchy, nor did he render aid to the south when it
was invaded in 926. But the lucky capture of a Hungarian
prince enabled him to arrange a truce for 9 years, during
which he agreed to pay an annual tribute. This gave him a
breathing space in which to organise his defences, and the
advantage he took of it prepared not only the defence of
Saxony but also its internal development and its eastward
expansion.
An obvious step was to extend the system of marks or Ttie
border-counties, under margraves whose special duty was to
maintain the defence of the frontiers against the Slavs ; this Saxony
also gave prospect for offensive measures. Besides this, a
number of fortresses were established, within the duchy as
well as upon the frontiers, which made settlement possible
in peaceful times, since their walls afforded a refuge to the
local peasantry in case of attack, and these in turn helped
to swell the garrisons and make invasion more difficult. In
many places—such as Merseburg, Quedlinburg, Meissen,
Goslar—active town life begins with their creation as
fortresses for defence, a cause of town growth which can be
paralleled elsewhere in Europe. But defensive measures were
not enough. The freemen of Saxony assembled in the
heerban, which closely resembled the Anglo-Saxon fyrd,
fought on foot and were no match for the lightly-mounted
Magyars, who invariably outmanoeuvred their terrified
opponents by the rapidity of their movements and the skill
with which they could, often in pretended flight, discharge
their arrows from horseback. Henry met the problem, in
the same way that the Franks had met it when they encoun-
tered the Arabs. He instituted a mounted force among his
own retainers and elsewhere whenever possible, so that the
cavalry, in Saxony as in other parts of Germany, soon became

